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to bring their goods into his Maj. Dominion that so his Maj. 
may not lose his custom and duties thereon. To forbid trade or 
trucking for merchandise with any foreign ships but upon great 
necessity and to conclude that in all things according to his best 
understanding, he endeavours the extirpation of vice and the 
encouragement of religion virtue and goodness. 18 pp. 
{Colonial Entry Book, Vol. 79, pp. 219-236.) 
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From the Originals, Virginia State Library. 

(continued.) 
Petition of Mrs. Elizabeth Digges, 1675. 

To the Right Hono rb,e Sr. W m Berkely, K"'., Gov', &c, And 
to the Hono"" Councell of State. 

mrs. Elizabeth Digges Humbly Prayeth. A due proofe of 
Edward Digges, Esq', her late deceased husband's last will & 
Testament. 

And she shall pray, &c. 

[Endorsed] Mrs. Eliz" 1 Digges Pet" for Probate of her late 
husband's will. 



Petition of Wm. Rookins,* 1674? 
To the Right Hon"" Sr. William Berkeley, K* Goveno' and 

* William Rook ins obtained a grant of 150 acres on Upper Chippoaks 
Creek, in that part of James City county which is now Surry, on May 9, 

1636. He married Jane and was the father of William Rookins, or 

Rookings, of Surry, who served as a major under Bacon in the Rebel- 
lion. He was " taken in open Rebellion," and sentenced to death by a 
court-martial held January 24, 1676-7 ; but died in prison. His will, 
dated July 13, 1676, and proved in Surry, July 1, 1679, describes him 
as of " Flying Point, in the county of Surry," and names his children, 
William, Elizabeth and Jane, and his cousin, Mary Short's children. 
He directs that his son William be brought up to good education, and 
his two daughters to have what education may be fitting for them. If 
the three children died, his property was to go to the children of Captain 
Nicholas Wyatt. Wyatt, as appears from a deposition, was a brother-in- 
law of Rookings. 
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Cap' Gen n of Virginia and the Hono"" 5 Councell of State. 

William Rookins humbly sheweth: 

That whereas Jane Rookins, Mother to yo r Petitioner, and 
one Mr. Henry Randolph,* joyntly purchased a Negroe woman 
called Maria, w th Condition yt shee and her Children should bee 
to the Use of yo r Petition', and Mr. William Randolph sonne to 
the said Mr. Henry Randolph, or the Survivo"of them, the said 
Mr. William Randolph is deceased. And by deed of guift the 
said Mr. Henry Randolph, hath given, graunted, confirmed and 
rattified to yo r Petition' and his heires, all his right and title to 
the said Negroe woman and her Children ; warranting the quiett 
possession of them against him and his heires, or any other 
clayming by, from or under him or them, as will appear by the 
said deed of guift, under the said Mr. Randolph's hand. Now 
may it please yo r Hono", the Hono ble CoP Thomas Swan 6b- 
teyned an order against the estate of the said Mr. Randolph in 
Henrico Court, And by Vertue of that order, sued yo' Petition' 
in Surrey Court and the Court adjudged halfe the said Negroes 
to belong to the said estate and hath granted an order for the 
same. 

Now, therefore, may it please yo' Hono™, yo' Petition' hath 
appealed from the said order to this Hono ble Court, Humbly 
prayinge yo' Hono" to reverse the said order of Surrey Court, 
and to confirme the said Mr. Randolph's Deed, which yo' Peti- 
tion' humbly conceaves belongs to him by Survivorship, &c. 

And as in duty bound shall ever pray, &c. 

[Endorsed] Mr. Rooking's Petition. 

* Henry Randolph, half-brother of the poet, Thomas Randolph, and 
uncle of William Randolph, of "Turkey Island," came to Virginia 
in 1642, and was long a man of prominence. He was clerk of Henrico 
county from about 1656 and of the House of Burgesses from 1660 
to his death in 1673. He married Judith, daughter of Henry Soane, 
Speaker of the House of Burgesses (she married secondly Major 
Peter Feild), and had a son, Captain Henry Randolph, of Swift 
Creek, Henrico, now Chesterfield. For an account of this branch of 
the Randolph family see William and Mary Quarterly, October, 1895, 
and Richmond Critic, September 3d, 1888, and this Magazine. Ill, 261. 
It is intended to publish a more complete genealogy in this Magazine. 
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Petition of Col. Robt. Wynne,* 1674? 

To The Right Hono ,We S r W Berkeley K" Governo' & Cap 1 . 
Gen^ofVirg"*. And to the Hono rb,e Councell of State. The 
Humble Petition of Coll Robert Wynne. Sheweth. 

That Cap* Huberd Farrellf hath caused yo r petitioner to be 
arrested to this Hono rble Court, and to make his appearand the 
first day hereof but hath not entered his declaration as by Act 
of Assembly is injoyned. Wherefore yo r petitioner humbly 
prayes a Non Suite Against the said Huberd Farrell, with costs 
& damages according to law. And yo r petitioner shaft pray, &c. 

[Endorsed.] Coll. Rob' Wynne vers' Cap 1 Huberd Farrell. 



Petition of Thos. Ballard, J 1674? 

To the right Hon Me S r W" Berkeley kn l Govern' &c and the 
Hon kle Councell of Virginia. 

Thomas Ballard high Sher" of James City County Humbly 
Sheweth. 

That he hath due to him from William Newberry prisoner for 
7 months Imprisonmen' and charges on recovering him after his 
breaking prison and Fees. 5335ft* tobacco and Caske. 

* Robert Wynne was member of the House of Burgesses for Charles 
City county, and speaker from 1661-1674 inclusive. He is believed to 
have lived in that portion of the county which was on the south side of 
James river, and on account of the destruction of the early records of 
Charles City and Prince George no detailed information in regard to 
him can be obtained. He is believed to have had descendants in Prince 
George and the adjoining counties. 

t Captain Hubert Farrell, of James City county, was one of Berkeley's 
officers during Bacon's Rebellion, was wounded in defence of James- 
town and killed in a fight at Kings Creek in August, 1676. He married 
Dorothy, daughter of Colonel Thomos Drew, of Charles City county. 
Her tomb, which a few years ago was removed from " Weyanoke," 
Charles City county, to St. Paul's church, Norfolk, states that she died 
January 18, 1673. 

t Thomas Ballard of York county, born 1630, died March, 1689, and 
was buried on the 24th of that month. He was clerk of York county 
for many years after 165a, was Burgess for James City, 1666, member of 
the Council in 1675, and speaker of the House of Burgesses in 1680 and 

1682. He married Annie . For notices of the family see William 

and Mary Quarterly, II, 274; III, 208. 
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Yo r pet' humbly praies Order for the said sutne against his 
Estate in the County where he was apprehended. 
And he shall pray. 
[Endorsed.] Pet" Tho" Ballard sh'ff Ja* City. 



Bill for Lace, 1674? 
Mr. William Sherwood* Dr To the first Cost. 

To 1 Cravat Lace Cost 

To 4 yards Lace Cost 25 sh. $ yard 

To 1 yard of Fine Lace for a piner 

To 3 yards Lace for Frells & Falls Cost i6sh. i8d. 

To 6 yards of fine plane Ground Lace at 8s. 6d. 

To 3 yards of Point Lace for a Handerchief 6s. 6d. 

To 1 yard of narrow Lace at 

To 2 Tiffanyt Whisks - - - 
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[Endorsed] Accot. of the first Cost of Mr. Sherwood's. 



Petition of James Wallace, 1674 ? 
To the R' Hon"' 6 the Govern' and Councill. 
The hum"" peticon of James Wallace Sheweth. 
That your pet r sued one Thomas HillJ in Charles citty Com. 

♦William Sherwood, Attorney-General of Virginia, 1677. See this 
Magazine, I, 167-168. 

t Tiffany was a lace-like gauze; Whisk a kind of neckerchief formerly 
worn by ladies. 

t Thomas Hill, of Charles City county, was probably a son or grand- 
son of Captain Thomas Hill, who prior to 1638 married Mary, daughter 
and co-heiress of Abraham Piersly, of "Weyanoke," Charles City 
county, Va., and in that year was living in Virginia, with two children. 

Thomas Hill patented 48 pole in James City island August 1, 1638; 
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Court in an aeon of trespass* uppon the law against tradelng 
with servants. 

That the s 4 Hill obteined severall refferrences in the Case at 
that Court. And at length when the matter was ready and come- 
ing uppon tryall the s" Hill appealed from his Judges to yo r 
hon". 

That the Last Gen' Court were pleased to refferr the hearing 
of this appeall to this Court, but yo' pet' findes noething entered 
on the part of the Apeallant nor his Atturny any wayes in- 
structed and the s d Hill not appearing. 

Yo r pet' prays such remedy against Hill for this great delay 
by him Susteined as yo' hon'" shall think fitt. 

[Endorsed] Wallace vs. Hill. 



Petition of John Edloe, 1674? 

To the R l Hon b " S r William Berkeley Knt. Govern' A Capt. 
Gen" of Virg» and the Hon " Councell of State: 

The petition of John Edloe* son & heire of m' Mathew Edloe 
his late father dec* Humbly Sheweth : 

That in the yeare 1668 y r pet" father dyeing, the Adm""' of 
his estate was committed to Tabitha his widd yo r pet" Mother, 
who also dyed in the yeare 1670. Not long after Maj' Thomas 
Bowler f by marriage with Tabitha y' pet" sister Executrix of 
our said Mother, became possessed as well of the Lands & tene- 
ments, as other the estate of yo' pet' but yo' hon" in tender care 
of yo' pet' comitted the tuition of his p'son, to Coll. Robert 
Wynn with whome he hath ever sinee lived, and haveing under- 
stood & seene that severall buildings upon the Tenements, a 

3.000 acres near the head of Chippoakes creek, December 23, 1649. 
There is on record in York county a deed dated March at, 1693, from 
Thomas Hill, of " Essex Lodge," York county, in which he states that 
he was the son of John Hill, whose will was dated December 9, 1670, 
and grandson of Thomas Hill, who purchased that place. 

* See this Magazine, V, 96. 

t Thomas Bowler, of Rappahannock county, was appointed to the 
Council in 1675 and died in 1679. His will is on record at Tappahan- 
nock. His daughter Anne (born January 23, 1675, died April 24, 1705 
married Richard Cocke, of 'Bremo," Henrico county. See William 
and Mary Quarterly, V, 16c. 
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Tan house with the appurtences p'cell of yo r pet" inheritance, 
which were left in good order & repaire, att the time of the 
death of yo r pet" said father and Mother, are now utterly de- 
molished, & have beene suffered to fall to the ground, the 
dwelling house which was very considerable expoased to bace 
offices, very much ruinated, & for want of due repacon and cov- 
ering, in short time likely alsoe to fall downe, the lands dismem- 
bred & entrenched upon, great distruction & outragious wast 
comitted upon the Timber to the disherison of yo r pet r all wh eh 
& much more appeareing to yo r pet 1 as well upon view, as the 
general voice of the Neighbourhood. 

And yo r pet r being now fouerteene yeares of age & upwards, 
finding the said Coll. Wynn's sickness to have indispoased him 
him to look after ye redressing these matters, and that noe secu- 
rity hath beene given for yo r pet" p'sonall estate to this day: 
hath applied himself to m r James Minze his kinsman, desiering 
him to be Guardian of yo r pet' to the intent he may be enabled 
to assist yo r pet r in the just preservacon of yo r pet" interest, & 
defend his enheritance. 

Yo r pet r therefore in tender consideracon of the p'misses, hum- 
bly prayes that the said nomination of Guardian may be confirmed 
& approved by yo r hon" and least he y' Guardian should be 
charged for wast when the Pet' comes of age for what hath already 
beene p'mitted & comitted upon yo r pet" lands and yo r pet" in- 
heritance. 

That yo r hon" will be pleased to comand that the Sheriffe of 
this County of James Citty, cause to come upon the Lands and 
Tenements aforesaid within this County, a Jury of lawfull men, 
amongst whome Carpenters & other Workemen to be Joyned, 
That they be charged to enquier of such wast as hath beene 
p'mitted or Comitted upon the p'misses sithence the death of 
Tabitha the Mother & value the same, who hath beene actually 
possessed of the said Lands & Tenements since the said time, 
and report in what Condition the houses & other ediffices are att 
the time of the Enquest. And that yo r hon" will grant the 
Guardian Adm"" of the estate of the said father unadministered. 

And he shall pray, &c. 

[Endorsed] John Edloe's petition. 



some colonial virginia records. 63 

Mrs. Sarah Yardley's Bond, 1682. 

Know all men by these presents y' wee, Sarah Yardley,* of 
ye County of North" , widdow Cap' William Whittington, and 
John Luke, of ye same gen', doe Acknowledge & Confess o r - 
selves to owe & stand justly indebted to Colo. John Stringer & 
ye Rest of his Ma' le " Justices of ye Peace for ye County Afore- 
said in ye Sum of forty Thousand pounds of good Tobacco & 
Casks, to be paid to ye said Colo. John Stringer & Justices, 
their Exec", Adm" & Assigns upon demand. To ye which 
paym', well & truly to bee made, wee bind us, o' heires Exec™ & 
Admr" & Every of us & them jointly & Severally, by these 
presents. Dated and sealed with our Seales ye sixth day of 
November, in ye yeare of o r Lord God One Thousand Six Hun- 
dred Eighty $. two. 

The Condicon of ye Above Obligacon is such that if ye Above 
bound on Sarah Yardley, Cap' W" Whittington & John Luke, 
their heires, Execo" & Adm", or any of them, shall well & 
truely save, indempnifye & keepe harmless, or cause to be saved, 
indempnifyed & kept harmless ye said Coll: John Stringer & Jus- 
tices, their heires, Exec" & Adm" from all Countrey & County 
dues & payments w ca Mr. Argoll Yardley, deceased, Late high 
sheriff of ye County aforesaid was by ye said Justices (or such 
as were then sitting in Court) ordered to Levy & Collect, then 
ye Above obligacon to be Void & of None Effect, otherwise to 
be and Remaine of full force & Vertue in ye Law. 

Signed, sealed & delivered in presence of 

Sarah Yardley. 
Jn° Custis, Ju', 
Jn° Tamkred, 

Ex's. 

[Endorsed] Mrs. Yardley's Bond. The bond tendered to 
be signed. 



Petition of Edward Jenings, 1685 ? 
To his Excellency Francis Lord Howard, Baron of Effing- 
ham, His Ma' 1 ™ Lieu' and Govern' Gen" of Virginia, and the 

♦See "Descendants of Sir George Yeardley," by T. T. Upshur. 
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Hon ble Councell of State, Edw d Jenings, his Ma ,,es Attorney 
Gen". 

Humbly showeth: 

That Capt. Robert Massey * rec d bills and Accounts of Rich* 
Lawrence amounting to 33,039 1. of tobacco and Cask as yo r 
Petion' is ready to make appeare; & whereas the sd. Rich" 
Lawrence stands & is convicted and attainted of high Treason 
by w oh his estate is forfeited to his most Sacred Ma' ,e and the sd. 
Capt. Robert Massey haveing never accounted with or for the 
sd. Sum or Satisfyed the sd. Lawrence for any part thereof. Yo r 
Petion' therefore brought this Suite. 

And on the behalf of his sd. most Sacred Ma tje Humbly prays 
judgm' for the said Sum of 33,039 1. of tobacco and Cask and 
Cost of Suite. 

And yo r Petion' shall ever pray. 

[Endorsed] Our Sovereign Lord ye King ag l Capt. Robert 
Massey. Mov'd. 



Petition of Thomas Taylor. 

To his Excellency Francis Lord Howard, Baron of Effingham, 
his Maj" es Lieutenant & Govern' Generall of Virginia, And to 
the Hon"" Councill of State. 

Thomas Taylor, by Thomas Ballard, his Attorney, Humbly 
Sheweth: 

That Major Joseph Croshaw being possessed of a considerable 
p'sonall estate by his last will and testament in writing, bearing 
date the 10 of Aprill, 1667, did give to his wife Mary two ne- 
groes, to his son Joseph 2 negroes & 3 negro children, & to 
Coll. John West, his Executor, 2 negroes, and appoynted the 
rest of his personall estate to bee divided between his wife and 
his son & Coll. John West, & that the said Joseph, the said son, 
died about 15 years & 4 months old. 

Now may it please your Excellency, your pet' marrying Mary, 
the eldest Daughter of the said Joseph Croshaw the father; 
your pet' humbly Conceives y l one third part of Joseph, the 

* Captain Robert Massey appears to have been a resident of Stafford 
county, and was probably ancestor of the family of the name in the 
Northern Neck. 
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son's p'sonall estate, doth rightly belong to your pet' in right of 
his said wife, Mary, who is now living. 

Your pet' therefore humbly prayes in ye behalf of himselfe 
and his said wife that ye said Coll. John West may be enjoyned 
to give an exact account of the said Joseph, the son's whole 
p'sonall estate, & that he may deliver one third part thereof to 
your pet' and to pay cost. 

And your pet' shall ever pray, &c. 

[Endorsed] Pet. Tailor vs. West. 



Resolution of House of Burgesses Between 1688 and 

1691. 

6 Die Veneris 1 1 Maii. By the House of Burgesses. 

In Reply to your Hono™ answer to the Message of this House 
Requesting your Concurrence in an Address to his Exl'cey lay- 
ing open Sundry grievances of this Country. This House Doth 
humbly offer that although it bee Contrary to the privilege & 
practice of this House w*" is the Grand Inquest of the Country 
to Intimate these Greivances thereof otherwise then by Address 
or Bill for Redress of the same Ready p par'd to that purpose. 
Yet this House are so earnestly desirous of all means that may 
be imagined proper to the obtaining the end aitn'd at, the Ease- 
ing this poor Country of its p'esures, that they are Cheerfully 
willing to Waive both Customs and priveledges (Provided the 
same may not be drawn into p'sident for y* future) that they 
Doe humbly propose (for a Right understanding) a free Confer- 
ence of some Members of this House to Meet & Conferr w'" 
such & so many of y* Hono" 10 Councill, and at such tyme & place 
as yo' Hono" shall appoint who shall bring w ,b them the Griev- 
ances of the severall and Respective Counties in Writeing relate- 
ing to that Message for yo r Hono" p'usall, as also satisfie your 
Hono" in any other poynt or question that may bee Requisite 
to your satisfaction and applicable to the state of such Confer- 
ence. To the End your Hono" (as Expected) may Readily 
joyn with this House as Requested. 

Signed by Command of y e House. 

Francis Page CI. of y e House of Burgesses. 
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[Endorsed.] House of Burgesses propose Conference as to 
mode of presenting grievances to his Excellency. 



Col. John West to the Governor and Council, 1691. 

[The desire to arrest the negroes as stated in this — autograph 
— letter from Col. John West, may have been due to a suspected 
negro insurrection, or may have been an endeavor to carry out 
the directions of an act "for suppressing outlying slaves," 
passed at the session of April, 1691. The writer, Col. John 
West, of " West Point," was a son of Governor John West, and 
nephew of Thomas, Lord Delaware. He has many descend- 
ants.] 

May 9th, 1691. 

Right Honorable : 

This is an hum b,e man' to certifie yo r Hon™ that according to 
yo r Commands I have made w' hast I cold to gett home and to 
return againe with yo' negroes but when I came, found them 
not at my home but were run away, and cannot as yet be found, 
yet still I have & doe endeavour to find them for I have hired 
Indians and others y l are dayly out after them but as yet can 
not find them but I hope yo r Hon' 1 will charitably judge of ye 
truth hereof for truly had I bien capable of coming I wold have 
wayted on yo' Honour myself, and I hope you will pleas to 
excuse my not coming but I have taken care to send, whereby 
yo' Honour, might know how it is with me, by reason of ye in- 
disposition of my body caused by ye tediousness of my long 
Journey, not beinge accustomed to any such long time, yet 
most Hono ble Gentlemen be assured there shall be noe neglect 
in me to endevor to fulfill yo' desires in ye delivery of ye negroes 
if ever I come to see them again, but if I had knowne in ye least 
of any writ for me fr m yo' Hon" I wold have brought them with 
me & then I might have escaped all these troubles & charges y' 
now I am exposed to w"" I hope yo r Hono' will Judge not to be 
in ye least desired by 

Yo' Hono" most hum b " Serv* 

John West. 
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John West about negroes which he was to brot before the 
Council, May i, 1691. 

To ye rig 1 " Hono"'* francis Nicholson Esq' their Majestys Lieut. 
Governor of Virginia and ye Hon bl(! Council of State. Humbly 
p'sent. 

Petition of Rich' d Whitehead, 1695? 

To the Right Hon bto the Governor and Councell of Virginia. 

Richard Whitehead most humbly sheweth 

That y pet' is a faithfull Leige Subject of o r Soveraign Lord 
the King, and hath during the tyme of his aboade here in this 
Collony, Lived and Continued of good name, repute and be- 
havio' as well towards his neighbors as w'" other good, faithfull 
and Hono" 18 p'sons of this Collony, and by all the said tyme 
hath been Esteemed and reputed free and Cleare from any kind 
of falsehood, deceept, Forgery and other hurtfull Crimes, or 
from the procureing of any Such Like Crimes in any manner 
whatsoever, by reason whereof he hath not only Deservedly had 
and obtained the Love, favour and good will of all his neigh- 
bours, but alsoe by the approbation of worthy and Hon bl * p'sons 
of this Collony hath beene imployed, invested w* and put into 
places and offices of great Trust to his Espetyall advantage and 
Livelihood, Notw' h standinge James Turner, of the County of 
New Kent, not beinge thereof ignorant, but Envyeinge the 
happy Estate of yo r petion' and wickedly and malitiously intend- 
inge not only to take away, wound and Destroy yo r pet" good 
name and repute as aforesaid, but Likewise to bringeand induce 
yo r peticon' into the Danger of the paynes and penaltyes by the 
Lawe and Statutes of his Majestye's Kingdom of England 
against Forgery, did, on or about the six and twentyeth of De- 
cember last past, publish, pronounce and w ,h an audible voice 
Declare theise false and scandalous words to and of yo T pet' in 
the p'sence and hearinge of divers good and faithfull subjects — 
To wit, That thou (meaninge yo r pet') art a Forger Fellow, for 
thou forged a Bill in the name of Samuel Snead, and Set his 
mark to it, and I will prove it, by reason of the speakinge of 
w" false and scandalous words yo r pet" good name is much 
wounded and he thereby much P'judiced. 
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Hee therefore humbly prayes that yo r Hono" would take such 
Course for the Clearinge of yo r pet™ reputation against the said 
Turner as in yo r grave and wise judgment shall be agreeable to 
justice. 

And he shall pray, &c. 

[Endorsed] Pet'n Whitehead vs. Turner. 

[Probably 1700 or earlier.] 



VIRGINIA GLEANINGS IN ENGLAND. 



Communicated by Mr. Lothrop Withington, 30 Little Russell street, 

W. C, London (including "Gleanings " by Mr. H. F. Waters, 

not before printed. ) 



(CONTINUED) 

Henry Armistead, late of Carolina County in Virginia 
Colony beyond seas, Esq., deceased, a widower. Administra- 
tion 10 December 1748 to Edward Hunt, attorney of William 
Armistead, Esq., son of the defunct, now residing in Virginia. 

P. C. C. Admon Act Book, 1748. 

[Henry Armistead, son of Colonel John Armistead, of Gloucester 
county, member of the Council, lived on the Pianketank river, Glou- 
cester, at a place called " Hesse." He married Martha (baptized Nov- 
ember 16, 1685), daughter of Major Lewis Burwell, the young lady with 
whom Governor Nicholson was so much infatuated. In 1733 he was 
sworn county lieutenant of Caroline, and must have resided during the 
latter portion of his life in that county. He had issue: 1. William, of 
" Hesse," who married, in 1739, Mary, daughter of James Bowles, of 
Maryland, and sister of Mrs. Eleanor Gooch-Lewis; 2. Lucy, married 
Thomas Nelson, of Yorktown, Secretary of Virginia; 3. Martha, mar- 
ried Dudley Digges; 4. Robert. See Armistead genealogy, William 
and Mary Quarterly, Vols. VI, VII, and VIII.] 

Hugh Ballantyne, late of Henrico County on James River 
in Virginia, bachelor, deceased. Administration 24 January 
I735~6 to n ' s brother George Ballantyne. 

Dittto, 1736. 



